
Planning for the Future for Children and Adults 

with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities 

ZOOM Presentations 

• Wednesday evening, 5/6/2020, 7 - 9:30 p.m. 

• Thursday morning, 5/7/2020, 9 – 11:30 a.m. 

Presented by 

Brian Rubin, Attorney/Parent 

Sherri Schneider, QIDP/Parent 

Benjamin Rubin, Attorney/Sibling 

 

To “register” please send an email to email@rubinlaw.com & include: 

• Name 

• Email address 

• Date of presentation you wish to “attend” 

We will then send you a secure link for the Zoom presentation the week of 5/4/2020 

  

Government Benefits, presented by Sherri Schneider 

• The who, what, where, when, why and how of Government Benefits, including SSI, SSDI, Medicaid and Medicare 

Special Needs Estate & Future Planning presented by Brian Rubin and Benjamin Rubin 

• The who, what, where, when and how of Puns; The Ligas Law Suit; Special Needs Estate Planning including: 

types of and appropriate uses of Special Needs Trusts, ABLE Accounts, Gifting by Grandparents and extended 

family members, the impact of divorce and child support on government benefits, the impact of litigation 

settlements  on government benefits and determining the appropriate amount to leave; Guardianships and 

Alternatives; Planning for when school years are over, when the bus stops coming and navigating the maze of 

Illinois Adult Services; Providing guidance, education and information for the "Future Team". 

About the Presenters 

Brian Rubin,  J.D.  

At t orney Brian Rubin,  t he founder of  Rubin Law,  A f ormer IRS Agent  and former IRS At t orney,  has been a pract icing 

at t orney since 1976,  has been married t o his wife Linda for t he past  43 years,  is t he parent  of  t hree chi ldren (41,  39,  and 

35),  one of  whom,  Mit chel l ,  has Aut ism.  Brian’ s law pract ice,  for nearly four decades,  since 1982,  when Mit chel l  was one 

year old,  has been dedicat ed t o serving t he legal  and fut ure planning needs of  his fel low Il l inois famil ies of  chi ldren and 

adul t s wit h int el lect ual  disabil i t ies,  development al  disabil i t ies,  and/ or ment al  i l lness.   Brian is Past  President  (2017-

2018) of  t he Special  Needs Al l iance,  t he nat ional ,  non-prof i t ,  associat ion of  experienced special  needs planning at t orneys 

(membership is by invit at ion only),  served on t he Special  Needs Law Sect ion St eering Commit t ee of  t he Nat ional  Academy 

of  Elder Law At t orneys,  was a Chart er Member of  t he Academy of  Special  Needs Planners,  and is a Facul t y Member and 

Text  Book Aut hor for t he Il l inois Inst i t ut e for Cont inuing Legal  Educat ion (IICLE) on t he t opic of  special  needs legal  and 

fut ure planning,  as wel l  as a Speaker for t he American Bar Associat ion and t he Il l inois St at e Bar Associat ion on t hose 

t opics.  Brian has been elect ed as a Fel low of  t he American Col lege of  Trust  and Est at e Counsel  (ACTEC) and has received 

t he highest  at t orney rat ing f rom Mart indale-Hubbel l ,  AV® Preeminent ™,  and AVVO’ s highest  at t orney rat ing of  Top 

At t orney.   Brian is a Past  President  of  The Arc of  Il l inois (2007-2011),  served on The Arc of  Il l inois Board for 15 years 

(2004-2019),  is a Past  Chairman of  t he St at e of  Il l inois St at ewide Advisory Council  on Development al  Disabil i t ies (2002-

2004),  is t he Immediat e Past  Chairman of  t he St at e of  Il l inois Aut ism Task Force (Chairman 2005-2015) est abl ished by 

t he Il l inois Legislat ure in 2005,  serves as a member of  t he St at e of  Il l inois Guardianship & Advocacy Commission since 

2013,  served on t he St at e of  Il l inois Depart ment  of  Human Services Of f ice of  Inspect or General  Qual i t y Care Board for 6 

years,  among many ot her St at e of  Il l inois Commit t ees and Commissions.   Brian has been a member of  t he Board of  

Direct ors of  Clearbrook (an organizat ion serving more t han 8,000 individuals wit h int el lect ual  and/ or development al  

disabil i t ies,  including his son,  Mit chel l ) since 1989,  is a member of  t he Board of  Trust ees of  Life’ s Plan,  Inc.  which serves 



as Trust ee of  bot h Pooled Special  Needs Trust  and individual  Special  Needs Trust s,  is a member (Past  Chairman) of  t he 

Board of  Direct ors of  t he Special  Leisure Services Foundat ion,  t he foundat ion support ing t he Nort hwest  Suburban Special  

Recreat ion Associat ion (NWSRA),  served as t he founding Chairman of  t he Board of  Direct ors of  t he Foundat ion of  The 

Special  Educat ion Dist rict  of  Lake Count y (SEDOL Foundat ion),  served on t he Board of  Direct ors of  KESHET (Jewish Parent s 

of  Children wit h Special  Needs),  serves on t he Advisory Council  of  Encompass (Encompass in part nership wit h Jewish 

Child & Family Services,  Jewish Unit ed Fund,  JVS Chicago,  JCC Chicago,  Keshet ,  and The Cent er for Enriched Living and 

Cent er for Independent  Fut ures),  served for 7 years on t he Board of  Direct ors of  Pact ,  Inc. ,  now known as DayOne Pact ,  

which serves as Trust ee of  Special  Needs Trust s as wel l  as Guardian for individuals wit h int el lect ual  disabil i t ies,  

development al  disabil i t ies and/ or ment al  i l lness,  and served on t he Board of  Direct ors of  Nort hpoint e Resources,  also an 

agency serving individuals wit h int el lect ual  and/ or development al  disabil i t ies.  

 

Benjamin Rubin,  J.D. ,  L.L.M 

At t orney Benj amin (Benj i) Rubin,  Brian’ s youngest  son,  Mit chel l ’ s “ l i t t le/ big”  brot her,  has been a member of  t he Law 

Firm since 2010.  Benj i  graduat ed f rom t he Universit y of  Il l inois Col lege of  Law,  Magna Cum Laude,  received his 

undergraduat e degree f rom Nort hwest ern Universit y,  and his Graduat e Law Degree,  an LLM (Tax),  wit h honors,  also f rom 

Nort hwest ern Universit y.  Benj i  is a member of  t he Academy of  Special  Needs Planners,  a member,  by invit at ion,  of  t he 

Special  Needs Al l iance (t he nat ional  not  for prof i t  associat ion of  special  needs planning at t orneys wit h membership by 

invit at ion only),  is Chairman of  t he American Bar Associat ion Special  Needs Planning Commit t ee,  serves as t he President  

of  SIBS (Support ing Il l inois Brot hers and Sist ers),  t he Il l inois chapt er of  t he nat ional  Sibl ing Leadership Net work,  an 

organizat ion of  adul t  sibl ings of  individuals wit h int el lect ual  disabil i t ies,  development al  disabil i t ies and/ or ment al  i l lness.  

Benj i  is a member and of f icer (Treasurer) of  t he Board of  Direct ors of  The Arc of  Il l inois,  is a member of  t he Clearbrook 

Associat e Board,  an organizat ion serving more t han 8,000 individuals wit h disabil i t ies,  including his brot her,  Mit chel l ,  

serves on t he Board of  Direct ors of  DayOne PACT,  which serves as Trust ee of  Special  Needs Trust s as wel l  as Guardian for 

individuals wit h int el lect ual  disabil i t ies,  development al  disabil i t ies and/ or ment al  i l lness,  serves on t he Board of  

Direct ors of  t he Foundat ion of  The Special  Educat ion Dist rict  of  Lake Count y (SEDOL Foundat ion),  serves on t he Advisory 

Council  of  Encompass (Encompass in part nership wit h Jewish Child & Family Services,  Jewish Unit ed Fund,  JVS Chicago,  

JCC Chicago,  Keshet ,  and The Cent er for Enriched Living and Cent er for Independent  Fut ures).  Benj i  is also a Facul t y 

Member for t he Il l inois Inst i t ut e for Cont inuing Legal  Educat ion (IICLE) on t he t opic of  special  needs planning,  as wel l  as 

a Speaker for t he American Bar Associat ion and t he Il l inois St at e Bar Associat ion on t hose t opics.  Having Mit chel l  as a 

brot her profoundly shaped who Benj i  is t oday,  and t hus t he t ype of  law he chose t o pract ice.  His personal  experiences 

as a sibl ing of fer a unique perspect ive int o t he responsibi l i t ies t hat  come wit h caring for a sibl ing wit h special  needs.  

Now as an adul t ,  t hose somet imes present  and fut ure responsibi l i t ies he has regarding his brot her’ s care are a concern 

t hat  he shares wit h al l  brot hers and sist ers of  individuals wit h special  needs.  

 

Sherri Schneider,  QIDP 

For over fort y years,  Sherri  Schneider,  President  of  Family Benef it  Solut ions,  Inc. ,  and t he mot her of  a chi ld wit h some 

special  needs,  has been t irelessly dedicat ed t o helping individuals wit h special  needs and t heir famil ies.   Her career 

began as a social  worker In a CILA (Group Home),  where she helped t hose wit h development al  disabil i t ies and ment al  

Il lnesses acquire t he government  benef it s t hey so desperat ely needed,  including SSI,  Medicaid and food st amps.  She also 

launched one of  t he f irst  CLF facil i t ies funded under a Medicaid waiver.   As her career f lourished,  she supervised 

personnel  in Il l inois,  Missouri and Nevada t o assist  hospit al ized pat ient s apply for and obt ain t he government  benef it s for 

which t hey appeared el igible,  wit h a st rong emphasis on Social  Securit y (Tit le 2),  communit y  and long 

t erm  care  Medicaid.  She now meet s wit h famil ies t o t horoughly assess t heir si t uat ions and pursue appropriat e benef it  

assist ance programs by personal ly guiding t hem t hrough t he appl icat ion process.   Due t o her vast  experience,  she has 

ski l l ful ly est abl ished and maint ained open,  product ive relat ionships wit h government  agencies involved in t he ent ire 

decision making process.   Sherri  is a member of  t he Facul t y of  The Il l inois Inst i t ut e for Cont inuing Legal  Educat ion.  She 

is also The Arc of  Il l inois Board President .  Professionals and famil ies f ind her seminars t o be invaluable as t hey at t empt  

t o navigat e t he government  benef it  arena.   

 

 
 


